
What’s Happening at the Edenville Dam?  Part 3- Alternatives for Project Funding. 

 

This is the third of several papers written by the Wixom Lake Association- Dam Project Study Group 

(DPSG) to summarize the situation at the Edenville Dam.  This paper, and those that follow, are 

simplified overviews, for the purpose of creating basic understanding of issues discussed.  In preparing 

this paper, we depended on the accuracy of publicly available information or information provided by 

Boyce, as indicated. 

  

The rate increase discussed in Part 2 would cover some, perhaps all, of PMF project cost.  There is no 

guarantee of a rate increase.  If there is no rate increase or if the increase is insufficient, other sources of 

funds would be needed to finance the estimated $8 million project. 

 

Boyce is currently unable to fund the entire project, as outlined in a recent newspaper article.  Anyone 

buying the dam from Boyce as a hydroelectric dam would be required to meet the same PMF standard 

with the same revenue.  Sale of the dam for hydropower use seems unlikely to solve the problem. 

The Rural Development Authority, a federal agency, periodically offers grants and loans to rehabilitate 

dams in rural areas.  These funds are not available for privately-owned dams or hydroelectric dams.  

DPSG is unaware of any other suitable grant program at the federal level. 

 

The Michigan DNR has a Dam Management Grant program available to both public and private dam 

owners for dam removal or repair/major maintenance.  Total of 2012 awards was $2.35 million, largest 

awards were $995,000 to remove an Ionia County dam and $725,000 to repair an Allegan County dam.  

We are not aware of any application by Boyce for 2012 Dam Management Grant funds, but it is not clear 

that Edenville Dam qualifies for this program.  The 2013 Dam Management Grant program is expected 

to award a total of $350,000.  DPSG is unaware of any other suitable existing grant program in Michigan. 

 

In the May 23, 2013 MDN article, Boyce suggested a special assessment to raise funds for project work.  

There are several ways to create special assessment districts, but none would create a district in time to 

fund the planned beginning of construction activity in 2013.  Boyce has advised DPSG that FERC 

leadership does not recommend or support asking the public to pay costs of private dams, but the 

Federal Power Act does not explicitly forbid such action.  As of June 4, 2013, DPSG has not taken a 

position for or against a special assessment. 

 

Without a substantial rate increase, no combination of these other sources is sufficient or timely enough 

to fund the spillway enlargement project as currently planned. 

 

Future papers will discuss the topic of special assessments and consequences if the spillway 

enlargement project is not done.  If you have comments or suggestions, please contact DPSG at 

wixomlakedpsg@gmail.com. 


