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Lee W. Mueller & Stephen B. Hultberg, Co-Member Managers
6000 S. M-30 (P.O.Box 15)

Edenville, MI 48620
tel: (989) 689-3161 / fax: (989) 689-3155

lwmueller@boycehydrollc.com 

20 May, 2013

Kimberly D. Bose, Secretary
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission RE: FERC Project No. 10808
888 First Street, N.E. Edenville Dam - Michigan
Washington, D.C. 20426 Outline of License Surrender

Secretary Bose:    On 24 April, 2013 a conference call involving Boyce Hydro Power, LLC (“Boyce”) and Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission (“FERC”) staff was conducted for the purpose of ascertaining the status of Boyce’s
financial ability to commence and complete construction pertaining to the Edenville Probable maximum Flood (“PMF”)
spillway alterations.  The construction schedule approved by FERC requires commencement in July 2013 with some
initial work and then commencement with significant dam modifications in October, 2013.

Boyce has acknowledged to FERC staff that the funds to commence the work in October, 2013 are not available and
that further work which is to take place in June 2014 is also unfunded at this time.  In fact the estimated cost of the
entire project is well beyond the licensee’s capacity to fund the project given the rates for power that are paid by
Consumers Energy for the Edenville Project.  Those rates are significantly less (by 30%) than the combined average
of the rates paid by Consumers to the other independent hydro power producers under contract with the utility, and
the utility has denied Boyce’s requests for rate parity with the other hydroelectric producers.

Given this circumstance of insufficient earnings to support the cost of the PMF spillway alterations, Boyce is left with
the requirement that it commence license surrender for the Edenville Project.  Consequently, Boyce will prepare and
submit a Plan & Schedule for commencing the license surrender process within the next 60 days.

During the conference call, FERC’s Director of Dam Safety asked Boyce to develop a plan for interim mitigation of the
potential PMF event given the fact that the Edenville Dam does not have the requisite capacity to safely pass the PMF.
It was suggested that the only near term option for providing any meaningful form of mitigation would be to lower the
impoundment (Wixom Lake) approximately eight feet (8') to the level of the spillway crests thereby providing a safety
buffer for flood water discharge.  Other options for providing additional discharge capacity include reactivation of the
original sluiceway butterfly valves.  This, however, may require several months of underwater construction work that
would have to be initiated after the interim 8' draw down.

Upon specific orders from the Commission Boyce will undertake all necessary and prudent measures to mitigate the
present dam safety concerns of the Commission.

Sincerely yours,

____________________
Lee W. Mueller, Architect
Co-Member Manager
Boyce Hydro Power, LLC
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Cc: John Zygaj 


