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Recently, Jon Wellinghoff, Chairman of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC), sent letters to 

US Representative Dave Camp.  William Allerton, Director of the Division of Dam Safety and Inspection 

for FERC, sent a letter to Boyce Hydro Power, LLC, licensee of the Edenville Dam.  The Wixom Lake 

Association-Dam Project Study Group (DPSG) reviewed copies of these letters.  Here is what we learned: 

 

Question- Will Wixom Lake waterfront property owners be required to pay Boyce for work on the dam? 

Answer- No.  In the words of Jon Wellinghoff, ” …(FERC) has never required local property owners or 
governments to subsidize a licensee's performance of repair work.”  In addition, no one at the state, 
county or township level has started the process to create a special assessment and we believe our 
contacts would tell us if anyone did. 
 

Question- If the “$8 million” Edenville Dam project isn’t done, the newspaper article said Wixom Lake 

may be drained.  Is that true- would the lake be drained? 

Answer- No.  The dam owner has said he cannot afford to do the project, so he intends to submit 
documents to begin surrender of his FERC license.  According to Jon Wellinghoff, “It should be noted that 
removal of dams is not a standing requirement for license surrenders, and thus, surrender would not 
result in dam removal in the normal course of events.”  The cases we know of dams being removed and 
lakes drained are where the dam license was surrendered and no one was willing to take responsibility 
for operating and maintaining the dam. 
 

Question- The project calls for lowering Wixom Lake water level 8 feet (8’) during the summers of 2014 

and 2017.  That means we lose the lake for two summers.  Is that really necessary? 



Answer- It does not seem necessary.  That is the plan FERC approved, but also the plan Boyce says it 

cannot afford to follow.  On June 13, 2013, William Allerton directed Boyce to schedule a review of the 

project to look for other solutions.  The original project described to the public may never happen.  If 

that project is done, a dam engineer has already advised us that the work could be done without 

drawing down Wixom Lake in either 2014 or 2017.  However, doing the work with the lake at normal 

levels would add to project cost and would require FERC approval of this project plan modification. 

 

Question- If the dam project starts, how do we know the dam owner won’t stop once the lake is drawn 

down, then demand money from the public so he can finish his project and refill the lake? 

Answer- FERC senior personnel are well-aware of this concern, as they have heard it often from private 
citizens all the way up to Congressman Camp and Senator Stabenow.  The dam owner has been up-front 
in telling everyone he doesn’t have enough money to even start the project, let alone finish.  FERC 
should be aware that the dam is more vulnerable to failure during the proposed 8’ draw downs and that 
would certainly be a reason to avoid having the project come to a stop at that point.  According to Jon 
Wellinghoff, “the Commission has the authority to require whatever is deemed appropriate to facilitate 
accomplishing the work in a safe and complete manner.  This would include items such as bonding, if 
appropriate and practical.” 
 
Question- When will we know what’s going to happen to the dam? 

Answer- Be patient.  If Boyce follows the license surrender process, that process can take years to 

resolve.  So, it may be years before this is finally settled.  As the DPSG gets more news to share with the 

public, we will post it on the Wixom Lake Association website.   

 

Wixom Lake Association is Your Voice for Our Lake.  We are gathering and sharing facts on the Edenville 

Dam situation, for the benefit of the people who enjoy Wixom Lake.  If you are not a member of the 

Wixom Lake Association and you would like to help us, please consider joining.  Membership information 

is available on our website. 

 

http://www.wixomlakeassociation.org 
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